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From: Cooley, Hilary
To: Jimenez, Benjamin S
Subject: Re: Grizzly Bear Conflict Situation
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 3:08:58 PM

Thanks Ben

From: Jimenez, Benjamin S <benjamin_jimenez@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2024 1:45 PM
To: Hogan, Matt <Matt_Hogan@fws.gov>; Cooley, Hilary <hilary_cooley@fws.gov>; Nelson,
Marjorie (Marj) <marjorie_nelson@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: Grizzly Bear Conflict Situation
 
Updating everyone on this situation: WS and FWP  went back in this morning and lcated the
bear near the depreciation site. Per our conversations yesterday and last night, WS removed
the bear. From what I’ve gathered thus far, everything went smoothly given the situation. WS
is removing the head and paws (standard protocol when whole carcass is not retrieved), and
someone from our crew will drive over tomorrow morning and pick up the specimens.

Thanks all.

Ben Jimenez
Conflict Coordinator 
Grizzly Bear Recovery Program 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
406-214-0497

From: Hogan, Matt <Matt_Hogan@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2024 1:26:00 PM
To: Cooley, Hilary <hilary_cooley@fws.gov>; Nelson, Marjorie (Marj) <marjorie_nelson@fws.gov>
Cc: Jimenez, Benjamin S <benjamin_jimenez@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: Grizzly Bear Conflict Situation
 
Great summary Hilary.  Thanks. 
 

From: Cooley, Hilary <hilary_cooley@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2024 10:04 AM
To: Hogan, Matt <Matt_Hogan@fws.gov>; Nelson, Marjorie (Marj) <marjorie_nelson@fws.gov>
Cc: Jimenez, Benjamin S <benjamin_jimenez@fws.gov>
Subject: Grizzly Bear Conflict Situation
 
Matt/Marj:
I received a call from Dustin Temple (FWP) last night about the following:  
 
On Sunday, WS confirmed a grizzly bear killed a calf near the Sun River WMA (east front). 
The landowner said he chased the bear off the carcass Friday morning, and thought it was a
collared bear. The bear FWP collared and we relocated last week after it had been found
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scavenging on a dead calf (WS was unsure of the cause of death, but determined it was not
killed by the bear) was seen in and around cows on Friday evening in this same area, but was
chased off by the cows. However, GPS collar data from that bear indicated he had remained in
the area, and was in the general vicinity when the calf was killed late Saturday/early Sunday.
Based on that information combined with the fact that there are still very few bears up and
about, the general feeling is the collared bear likely killed the calf.  Ben gave FWP and WS
permission to remove the bear.  WS asked if they could use a helicopter to do the removal. 
We said no to helicopter, but approved WS to shoot or trap.  
 
I received a call from Dustin Temple Sunday night asking for our rationale for denying use of
helicopter.  I said: 1) we don't use helicopters in WY or ID and this would be precedent
setting; 2) a single calf depredation does not rise to the level that a helicopter removal is
needed; 3) the depredation was in an area accessible by vehicle, again, making a helicopter a
convenience vs. a “necessity”; 4) our concern that if a helicopter is used in this situation, WS
would be asking to use it every time.
 
He said staff relayed safety concerns about the removal.  This is doubtful as no one brought
this up to Ben; WS did ask about a helicopter, believing it was the most efficient way to find
and remove the bear, but safety concerns were not part of that conversation.  The bear has a
collar and if a specific situation is unsafe, they should not put themselves in that situation. 
Wait for the bear to move to a better location.  This is why we collar bears after conflict
situations.
 
Dustin said he respects our decision but disagreed with it, then thanked me for the rationale.
 
_________________________
Grizzly Bear Recovery Program
US Fish and Wildlife Service
hilary_cooley@fws.gov
406-243-4903

mailto:hilary_cooley@fws.gov


From: Cooley, Hilary
To: Jimenez, Benjamin S
Subject: Re: Matt email
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 10:02:19 AM

Ok, thanks for letting me know.

From: Jimenez, Benjamin S <benjamin_jimenez@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2024 10:01 AM
To: Cooley, Hilary <hilary_cooley@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: Matt email
 
Thanks for sending it.
 
Unrelated, but I am home with a sick kiddo today. I am working (trying to work) throughout,
but if anything urgent comes up, feel free to call.
 
Thanks,
 
Ben Jimenez
Conflict Coordinator
Grizzly Bear Recovery Program
US Fish and Wildlife Service
406-214-0497 (cell)
 

From: Cooley, Hilary <hilary_cooley@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2024 10:00 AM
To: Jimenez, Benjamin S <benjamin_jimenez@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: Matt email
 
Great. thank you

From: Jimenez, Benjamin S <benjamin_jimenez@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2024 9:56 AM
To: Cooley, Hilary <hilary_cooley@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: Matt email
 
Looks pretty good to me, thanks. Just a couple minor offerings:
 
Matt:
On Sunday, WS confirmed a grizzly bear killed a calf near the Sun River WMA (east front).  The
landowner said he chased the bear off the carcass Friday morning, and thought it was a
collared bear. The bear FWP collared and we relocated last week after it had been found
scavenging on a dead calf (WS was unsure of the cause of death, but determined it was not
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killed by the bear) was seen in and around cows on Friday evening in this same area, but was
chased off by the cows. However, GPS collar data from that bear indicated he had remained in
the area, and was in the general vicinity when the calf was killed late Saturday/early Sunday.
Based on that information combined with the fact that there are still very few bears up and
about, the general feeling is the collared bear likely killed the calf.  Ben gave FWP and WS
permission to remove the bear.  WS asked if they could use a helicopter to do the removal. 
We said no to helicopter, but approved WS to shoot or trap.  
 
I received a call from Dustin Temple last night asking for our rationale for denying of
helicopter.  I said: 1) we don't use helicopters in WY or ID and this would be precedent setting;
2) a single calf depredation does not rise to the level that a helicopter removal is needed; 3)
the depredation was in an area accessible by vehicle, again, making a helicopter a
convenience vs. a “necessity”; 4) Our concern that if a helicopter is used in this situation, WS
would be asking to use it every time.
 
He said staff relayed safety concerns about the removal.  This is doubtful as no one brought
this up to Ben; WS did ask about a helicopter, believing it was the most efficient way to find
and remove the bear, but safety concerns were not part of that conversation.  The bear has a
collar and if a specific situation is unsafe, they should not put themselves in that situation. 
Wait for the bear to move to a better location.  This is why we collar bears after conflict
situations.
 
Dustin said he respects our decision but disagreed with it, then thanked me for the rationale.
 
 
Ben Jimenez
Conflict Coordinator
Grizzly Bear Recovery Program
US Fish and Wildlife Service
406-214-0497 (cell)
 

From: Cooley, Hilary <hilary_cooley@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2024 9:06 AM
To: Jimenez, Benjamin S <benjamin_jimenez@fws.gov>
Subject: Matt email
 
Hey Ben,
thoughts on this:
 
Matt:
On Sunday, WS confirmed a grizzly bear killed a calf near the Sun River WMA (east front).  The
collared bear that we relocated last week was in the area.  We relocated the bear after it was
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found feeding on a dead calf - it did not kill the calf.  The collared bear had been observed
near cattle on Friday and it is likely this bear killed the calf.  Ben gave FWP and WS permission
to remove the bear.  WS asked if they could use a helicopter to do the removal.  We said no to
helicopter, but approved WS to shoot or trap.  
 
I received a call from Dustin Temple last night asking for our rationale for denying of
helicopter.  I said: 1) we don't use helicopters in WY or ID and this would be precedent setting;
2) a single calf depredation does not rise to the level that a helicopter removal is needed;  3) If
a helicopter is used in this situation, WS would be asking to use it every time.  
 
He said staff relayed safety concerns about the removal.  This is doubtful as noone brought
this up to Ben.  The bear has a collar and if a specific situation is unsafe, they should not put
themselves in that situation.  Wait for the bear to move to a better location.  This is why we
collar bears after conflict situations.
 
Dustin said he respects our decision but disagreed with it, then thanked me for the rationale.
 
 
 
_________________________
Grizzly Bear Recovery Program
US Fish and Wildlife Service
hilary_cooley@fws.gov
406-243-4903
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